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Al 0T | ¢ Statement on Implications of .rotharb Huclear
Yeapons Teats Dering 1953

i+ The L. approved the release of the attachod stalvaent
a Implivations of Soviet Huclear weaspons lTosts During 1953 e
solected goveromeats (other than wdoh roselved 25X1X7
8 fuller etalesmsnmiPon 13 Ootober: On &2 Cotober tie KSC
mmm@msnmmmmmmx w0 releass it to
selected foreign govermasats after it had bsen asended asd agreed
to by the Chairasn, A, the Seoretary of State, wwi tus Seorwtary
of Derange. [KI obtainad concurroaces fom e above officiale
in she foal revieed text i e period betwesn 22 October snd

2, In scoordsnos witi discussions al thlis saaning's
Deputles' mesting, you aro exsected to make distributio: proootly
{0 thome forelgn sarvices wiich you deam appropriate, advising
ms from $4ne to time of the countries 0 wdeh i1t Hwe been
daliversd - 80 that I may sdvise the & of the Iile
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LPLICATIONS O SC0% T JUCIESR UEAFOIS THSTS DURIIIG 1953

Lo Throuch hiigh priority effort starting in 1945,
the USSR hes achieved a full-fledeed nuclear woapons
production prograi,.

2. On the baris of informption now available,

- including that obtcined fron Soviet tests conducted
durlhg the summer of 1953, it is concluded that the
Soviets can produce weapon types which utilize fission 3
and thermonuclear veactions and thot they now have ‘
the capability to wroduvce weapons which vary in explosive
pover fron the equivalesnt of a few thousand tons to the
order of hundreds of thousands of tons of TIT.

3. At present, the Soviet nuclear weapons stoclt-
pile is sufficiently larpe to ceuse substaantial dasna;e
and loss of life il delivered om target in the mations of
the Free Torld. Tneso -=mopons can be transparted by
existing Soviet aireraft types within their range linitge
{tions. ,

4. The Soviet pregean will probably continuc to
axpand. However, the total destructive power of the
weapons which such a prosram can possibly produce will
continue $o be far smaller than that vhich can be un-

- leashed by the Tree Viorld as retaliation to ageresslon.
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